[Chemotherapy of the ovarian carcinoma (author's transl)].
Ovarian carcinomas are highly sensitive to chemotherapy. The alkylating agents were most extensively investigated. With these drugs remissions can be obtained in about 50% of the patients. Some early results seem to show a higher response rate and a longer duration of remission after combination chemotherapy. In ovarian carcinoma it has to be the aim of the chemotherapy to obtain a complete remission. The indications for chemotherapy are not yet well defined. Treatment is definitely indicated in stage IV (FIGO) or in recurrent disease after radiotherapy. This treatment has to be given as a long-term therapy over a long period of time. In stage III and II b disease a combined treatment plan has to be developed by the radio- and chemotherapist. At the present time no data are available which prove or disprove the value of an adjuvant chemotherapy in the early stages of ovarian carcinoma. Remembering the somewhat promising results of adjuvant chemotherapy in breast cancer, it is conceivable that prophylactic chemotherapy will prove to be indicated in early stages of ovarian carcinoma.